UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Manning, Bradley E. 

PFC, U.S. Army, 

HHC, U.S. Army Garrison, 

Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall 

Fort Myer, Virginia 22211 


v. 


Government Request for Leave 

until 10 May 2013 to Provide 
Evidence of the Classified Nature 
of the Information Asserted as an 
Overriding Interest Justifying Closure 
and a Draft Court Order 


7 May 2013 


On 10 April 2013, the Court ordered the United States to provide evidence of the classified 
nature of each specific piece of classified information the United States seeks to assert as an overriding 
interest justifying closure and a draft court order specifying the evidence for the specific classified 
information. See AE 517. According to the Court's Scheduling Order, the United States must provide 
this evidence and draft order by 7 May 2013. See AE 519. 

The United States intends to provide, inter alia, the Court with a letter from the Department of 
State as evidence of the classified nature of specific pieces of information the United States seeks to 
assert as an overriding interest justifying closure. This letter has been drafted and is only awaiting 
signature. On 7 May 2013, the Department notified the United States that the government official who 
intended to sign the letter has been occupied with "urgent matters" relating to current events and will be 
unable to sign the letter before the Court suspense. Barring unforeseen circumstances, the United States 
anticipates that this letter will be signed by 10 May 2013. 

A majority of the classified information for which the United States requests court closure 
contains the equities of multiple government organizations. For this reason, the United States requests 
to provide a draft court order after all the evidence of the classified nature of this information has been 
gathered and consolidated. Accordingly, the United States requests the Court grant its request to move 
the suspense for the 24 draft orders and classified evidence until 10 May 2013. 

This request will not necessitate a delay in the proceedings. The Defense does not object. On 8 
May 2013, the parties and the Court will be testing the reasonableness of alternatives to closure. 
Further, a suspense of 10 May 2013 will provide the Court with more than three weeks to review the 
evidence and issue any closure orders before trial is scheduled to commence on 3 June 2013. 


I certify that I served or caused to be served a true copy of the above on Mr. David Coombs, 
Civilian Defense Counsel, via electronic mail on 7 May 2013. 



J. HUNTER WHYTE 
CPT, JA 

Assistant Trial Counsel 



J. HUNTER WHYTE 
CPT, JA 

Assistant Trial Counsel 


